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  Standards of Learning for Virginia 
Introduction to History and Social Science:  Focus on the Commonwealth of Virginia 

Grade One 
 

The standards for first-grade students include an introduction to the lives of leaders in the history of Virginia and their 
contributions to the Commonwealth. Students should develop basic map skills. They should study the economic 
concepts of goods and services, consumers and producers, and making economic choices. Students should learn to apply 
the traits of a good citizen and recognize that communities in Virginia have local governments.  They should learn that 
communities include people who have diverse ethnic origins, customs, and traditions, who make contributions to their 
communities, and who are united as Americans by common principles. 

HISTORY 
1.2 The student will demonstrate knowledge of Virginia history by describing important events and people in the history of 

the Commonwealth, including 
 a)  the settlement of Virginia at Jamestown; 
 b)  famous Virginians, such as George Washington and Thomas Jefferson, who helped form a new nation; and 
 c)  life in Virginia today, including food, clothing, shelter, transportation, and recreation. 
 
Famous Virginians * 978-1-5081-1367-6 48.00 L Rosen Classroom 
George Washington, Government Leader (Ad. All) Y33751 48.00 G/300 Benchmark Education 
Jamestown: The Beginning of America 978-1-5081-1351-5 42.00 F Rosen Classroom 
We Live in a City (American Communities) 978-1-5081-4190-7 42.00 D Rosen Classroom 
We Live in a Small Town (American Communities) 978-1-5081-4194-5 42.00 D Rosen Classroom 
We Live in a State Capital (American Communities) 978-1-5081-4197-6 42.00 E Rosen Classroom 
We Live in a Suburb (American Communities) 978-1-5081-4202-7 42.00 E Rosen Classroom 
We Live in the Country (American Communities) 978-1-5081-4206-5 42.00 D Rosen Classroom 
We Live on a Farm (American Communities) 978-1-5081-4210-2 42.00 D Rosen Classroom 
 
1.3  The student will describe the stories of influential people in the history of Virginia and their contributions to our 

Commonwealth, with emphasis on  
 a)  Powhatan; 
 b)  Pocahontas; 
 c)  Christopher Newport; 
 d)  Maggie L. Walker; and 
 e)  Arthur R. Ashe, Jr. 
 
Christopher Newport 978-1-58796-014-7 6.95 --- Foxhound Publishing 
Famous Virginians * 978-1-5081-1367-6 48.00 L Rosen Classroom 
The Powhatan: Virginia’s First Residents 978-1-5081-1363-8 42.00 F Rosen Classroom 
 
1.4  The student will describe the lives of people associated with major holidays, including 

a)  George Washington Day (Presidents’ Day); 
b)  Independence Day (Fourth of July); 
c)  Martin Luther King, Jr., Day. 

Happy Fourth of July! (Happy Holidays!) 978-1-4824-0210-0 41.70 K Gareth Stevens/Rosen 
Independence Day (American Holidays) 978-1-4488-6239-9 42.00 D Rosen Classroom 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (American Holidays) 978-1-4488-6247-4 42.00 D Rosen Classroom 
Presidents’ Day (Rookie Read About Holidays) 978-0-516-27376-1 5.95 G Children’s Press 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
1.5   The student will develop map skills by  

a) recognizing basic map symbols, including references to land, water, cities, and roads;  
b) using cardinal directions on maps;  
c) identifying the shapes of the United States and Virginia on maps and globes;  
d) locating Washington, D.C., the capital of the United States, and Richmond, the capital of Virginia,  
     on a United States map; and 
e) constructing simple maps, including a title, map legend, and compass rose.  

 
 
Bird’s-Eye View of a Neighborhood Y01833 40.00 G/580 Benchmark Education 
Bird’s-Eye View of a Neighborhood (big book) Y02468 40.00 G/580 Benchmark Education 
I Like Making Maps 978-1-5081-1703-2 28.50 B Rosen Classroom 
Map Skills  Y01834 40.00 K/490 Benchmark Education 
Map Skills (big book) Y02470 40.00 K/490 Benchmark Education 
Reading Maps 978-1-62169-809-8 8.95 I/640 Rourke Educ. Media 
Virginia’s Rural Communities * 978-1-5081-1381-2 48.00 L Rosen Classroom 
Virginia’s Urban Communities * 978-1-5081-1371-3 48.00 L Rosen Classroom 
We Can Use a Map 978-1-5081-1275-4 42.00 C Rosen Classroom 
 
 
1.6  The student will develop a geographic understanding that 
 a)  the location of Virginia determines its climate and results in four distinct seasons; and  
 b)  the landforms of Virginia affect the places people live. 
 
The Geography of Virginia 978-1-5081-1369-0 48.00 J Rosen Classroom 
Virginia’s Rural Communities * 978-1-5081-1381-2 48.00 L Rosen Classroom 
Virginia’s Urban Communities * 978-1-5081-1371-3 48.00 L Rosen Classroom 
 
 

ECONOMICS 
 
1.7  The student will explain the difference between goods and services and describe how people are consumers 

and producers of goods and services. 
 
Consumers and Producers (Little World of S/S) 978-1-61741-992-8 8.95 H/670 Rourke Educational Media 
Earning, Saving, and Spending Money * 978-1-5081-1353-9 42.00 F Rosen Classroom 
Goods and Services 978-1-5081-1295-2 48.00 I Rosen Classroom 
Goods or Services?  (Little World of Social Studies) 978-1-61741-993-5 8.95 H/820 Rourke Educational Media 
Isabel’s Car Wash * (f) 978-0-8075-3653-7 7.00 --- Albert Whitman & Co 
Less Than Zero * (f) 978-0-0600-0126-1 6.00 --- Harper Collins 
Producers and Consumers 978-1-5081-1355-3 42.00 G Rosen Classroom 
 
1.8  The student will explain that people make choices because they cannot have everything they want. 
 
Earning, Saving, and Spending Money * 978-1-5081-1353-9 42.00 F Rosen Classroom 
Isabel’s Car Wash * (f) 978-0-8075-3653-7 8.00 --- Albert Whitman & Co 
Less Than Zero * (f) 978-0-0600-0126-1 6.00 --- Harper Collins 
Needs and Wants 978-1-5081-1277-8 42.00 C Rosen Classroom 
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1.9  The student will recognize that people save money for the future to purchase goods and services. 
 
Earning, Saving, and Spending Money * 978-1-5081-1353-9 42.00 F Rosen Classroom 
Isabel’s Car Wash * (f) 978-0-8075-3653-7 7.00 --- Albert Whitman & Co 
Less Than Zero * (f) 978-0-0600-0126-1 6.00 --- Harper Collins 
Making Economic Choices 978-1-5081-1378-2 48.00 L Rosen Classroom 
 
 

CIVICS 
 

1.10 The student will apply the traits of a good citizen by  
a) focusing on fair play, exhibiting good sportsmanship, helping others, and treating others with respect;  
b) recognizing the purpose of rules and practicing self-control;  
c) working hard in school;  
d) taking responsibility for one’s own actions;  
e) valuing honesty and truthfulness in oneself and others; and 
f) participating in classroom decision-making through voting. 

 
Being a Good Citizen NS0077 30.00 G/430 Newmark Learning 
Being Responsible 978-1-64156-240-9 7.95 E/160 Rourke Ed Media 
Gavin Volunteers! 978-1-5081-1289-1 48.00 H Rosen Classroom 
I Am a Good Citizen (I Don’t Bully) 978-1-4765-5175-3 6.95 H/370 Capstone Classroom 
I Am Caring (I Don’t Bully) 978-1-4765-5174-6 6.95 G/320 Capstone Classroom 
I Am Fair (I Don’t Bully) 978-1-4765-5173-9 6.95 G/340 Capstone Classroom 
I Am Respectful (I Don’t Bully) 978-1-4765-5171-5 6.95 H/430 Capstone Classroom 
I Am Responsible (I Don’t Bully) 978-1-4765-5172-2 6.95 H/380 Capstone Classroom 
I Am Trustworthy (I Don’t Bully) 978-1-4765-5170-8 6.95 H/270 Capstone Classroom 
I Can Follow the Rules NS0963 27.00 PreK-1 Newmark Learning 
I Take Turns NS0966 27.00 PreK-1 Newmark Learning 
My Family Likes to Help People * 978-1-5081-1700-1 28.50 B Rosen Classroom 
My Mom Votes! 978-1-5081-1287-7 48.00 H Rosen Classroom 
Our Chores at Home 978-1-5081-2027-8 28.50 A Rosen Classroom 
Sara Tries Again (f) 978-1-5081-1526-7 33.00 C Rosen Classroom 
We Follow the Rules 978-1-5081-1273-0 42.00 B Rosen Classroom 
Who Makes Rules? 978-1-64156-230-0 7.95 C/160 Rourke Ed Media 
 
 
1.11  The student will recognize the symbols and traditional practices that honor and foster patriotism in the  

United States by demonstrating respect for the American flag by learning about the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

 
Flag Day Y34407 35.00 L/430 Benchmark Education 
Liberty Bell (Ready Readers) 978-1-64369-080-3 7.95 J/290 Rourke Educational Media 
My Flag 978-1-61590-566-9 8.95 E/560 Rourke Educational Media 
Our Country’s Symbols 978-1-5081-1281-5 48.00 D Rosen Classroom 
Statue of Liberty (Ready Readers) 978-1-64369-082-7 7.95 J/390 Rourke Educational Media 
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1.12  The student will recognize the symbols and traditional practices that honor the Commonwealth of Virginia by  
a) identifying the Virginia flag, state capitol building, state bird, and state flower; and 
b) describing why people have symbols and traditions. 

 
Virginia Symbols 978-1-5081-1357-7 42.00 G Rosen Classroom 
 
 
1.13 The student will understand that the people of Virginia 
 a)  have state and local government officials who are elected by voters; 
 b)  make contributions to their communities; and 

c)  include people who have diverse ethnic origins, customs, and traditions and are united as Americans by common 
     principles.     

 
 
I’m a Volunteer Y12049 47.00 G/360 Benchmark Education 
My Family Likes to Help People * 978-1-5081-1700-1 28.50 B Rosen Classroom 
The Can Drive 978-1-5081-1984-5 33.00 F Rosen Classroom 
The Fire and the Firefighter (f) 978-1-5081-1948-7 33.00 E Rosen Classroom 
Virginia’s Rural Communities * 978-1-5081-1381-2 48.00 E Rosen Classroom 
Virginia’s Urban Communities * 978-1-5081-1371-3 48.00 E Rosen Classroom 
We Are All Different 978-1-5081-1709-4 28.50 B Rosen Classroom 
We’re All Americans 978-1-5081-1293-8 48.00 I Rosen Classroom 

  
 

Cross Curriculum Integration: English Standards of Learning 
 
Teach students to read fluently and comprehend a variety of fiction and nonfiction texts relating to all areas of the curriculum. 
 
1.5    The student will apply knowledge of how print is organized and read. 
1.6    The student will apply phonetic principles to read and spell. 
1.7    The student will use semantic clues and syntax to expand vocabulary when reading. 
1.8    The student will expand vocabulary. 
1.10  The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of a variety of nonfiction texts. 
 
*Title in multiple strands. 
(f) denotes fiction 
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